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Our little town, Rose Creek, population at last count, was 278, is located in one of the mid-west states. 

The year is 1892 several  years after the Civil War and  a lot of people from the south settle there.  The 

town was started by an unknown donor, who brought the land and put up $10,000 to get the town started. 

It was good land for farming and lots of game animals in the forests and mountains and lots of fish in the 

river that ran through the area. Soon people starting moving in.  Buildings were build, nothing fancy, but, 

suitable for the region. After the sheriff’s office was finished Jim Taylor arrived in town and immediately 

took on the job of sheriff. Rumor was that he had been a US Marshall until he was involved in a gunfight 

with 3 train robbers, in which a young mother was killed in the crossfire. He had gave up his badge and 

tried cow poking for a while. But lawman was in his blood, so, when he heard of the new town being build 

and needed a lawman, he asked for the job and was hired. Then came Dr. Jones from Arkansas, Mr. 

Smith, from Virginia, who became the school teacher and undertaken, young preacher Sam Jones and 

his wife Sarah, from New York. William Kid came from Texas and took over the  blacksmith shop. And 

last, but not least, Katy Gill, a young lady from Louisiana. She took over the biggest building and made it 

into a general store, café and saloon.   

Every town needed a place to get saddles, bridles and all the other items that went with horses, so, Patty 

Brown opened a tack shop. Everyone thought she was the prettiest little lady they had ever seen. So, did 

Jim. Soon, they were seen all over town together and by spring, he had already asked her to be Mrs, 

Taylor. The wedding was set for the first Sunday in May in the Rose Creek Baptist Church. The pastor 

preformed a great wedding service and there was a big celebration after the service. They moved in the 

new house that had been built so the sheriff didn’t have to live in the jail. 

Some of the people that came to Rose Creek were farmers looking for fertile ground to grow their crops. 

And some were cattlemen, who came for the thick grass that grew on the land. Everything seems to be 

working out just fine. But later the cattlemen and the farmers started having problems. The cattle would 

get in the farmer’s crops and the farmers would run them out. The cattlemen thought the farmers were 

taking up too much land. Land they needed for the cattle. And a lot of the streams that the cattle needed 

for water was fenced off by the farmers to keep the cattle out. It looked like there was going to be a range 

war. But Sheriff Taylor called a meeting with both sides and a an agreement was reached that satisfied 

both sides. The fences were taken down on the cattle side and moved to the other side of the stream. 

Farmers still had the fence to keep the cattle out and the rancher’s cattle had water. Everything was back 

to be a peaceful town. Everything was peaceful again. 

Then, one day an outlaw gang came into town. Jim was out of town at the time with some of the other 

men on a hunting trip. The gang took advantage of his absent and took over the town. First thing they did 

was rob the bank. This was where all the town folks kept their hard-earned money. They had run of the 

town, taking whatever, they wanted. The gang kept a close eye on all the town folks by keeping them 

locked in the church. They thought they had every man, woman and child locked up.  But, they didn’t 

know there was young lad, Bobby Tanner, who was always getting in mischief, had been hiding from his 

father when they came in. He knew the only hope was to get the Sheriff, and he knew where to find him. 

He took a horse from the pasture and with only a halter and lead rope he rode him the 20 miles to where 

Jim and some of his friends were camped. As soon as he told Jim what was going on. The group 

mounted up and headed back to town. By the time they got to the edge of town they had a plan. They 

knew all the town people were locked in  the church, so, they were safe. They also knew that the gang 

was taking advantage of the hotel’s comfortable beds. And since they had 2 guards on the church, they 

felt perfectly safe. The 2 guards at the church were left along. The men eased into each room, removing 

the gang member’s gun, before waking them and tying them up. They went through each room, quietly 



disarming and tying them up till they had all of them. Then, came the time to get the 2 at the church. They 

were awake and alert, so, it wasn’t going to be as easy to take them. There had not been any gunplay 

yet, and Jim wanted to keep it that way if possible. But he was ready for whatever played out. The first 

guard was taken without any trouble. But, the other was alerted and made a dash for the door of the 

church with guns in both hands. He got the lock off and while he was backing into the church with his 

guns pointed at the Sheriff, he was met by a group of angry people with song books. He threw up his 

hands to protect himself and the sheriff took him down. The jail was packed full for several days til the US 

Marshall’s could come and take them to the county jail. There was a large reward for the gang and since 

the town folks were the ones to take down the gang leader, the reward went to the whole town. With it, 

Rose Creek was one of the first towns to have paved streets and was working to get electric power 

brought in. The railroad had sent a survey team out for a track through the town. With the train, the cattle 

wouldn’t have to be driven almost a thousand miles to market and the farmers could send their produce to 

other towns. And with electric, they would have lights in their homes and on the streets and they could get 

refrigerator and have other things to make life easier. The population grew to over a thousand within short 

time. And it is still growing today. All because people worked out their problems and stood together in 

time of trouble.  

 


